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Thriving Communities Grants 2019/20 

The Thriving Communities Grants were introduced in April 2018 as part of the Adult 
Social Care Change programme which recognises the benefits of the support and 
activities provided by the Voluntary and Community sector. The first year of the 
programme focussed on supporting projects in each locality that contributed towards 
reducing social isolation, improving mental wellbeing and addressing the impacts of 
dementia and local transport solutions. In 2018 thirty two grants were awarded 
across the county.
In 2019 the funding is being used to support the community to deliver projects that 
help people (including carers) to stay well and to live independently for as long as 
possible.  
We are investing in new and existing projects that are innovative and make a 
positive difference to the community by giving support to projects that:

 Help to promote social engagement and  create connections,
 Build confidence and provide activities, social groups and learning 

opportunities in communities
 Support /empower people to act for themselves  
 Create meeting spaces that are safe and accessible for all

We received 77 applications for a grant of up to £7500.  All the applications were 
considered by locality panels comprising representatives from the District Councils, 
the Voluntary Sector lead for the Know Your Patch Network, an Adult Social care 
practitioner and a Commissioner.  The panels agreed to support 62 projects across 
the county which will be delivered over the next 12 months. Examples of the types of 
projects are developing digital skills, community drop-ins, Repair Cafes, Carers 
support and cooking classes. For a full list of the projects contact 
thrivingcommunities@glucestershire.gov.uk 

Know Your Patch Networks

Know Your Patch networks were established 12 months ago to in part to support the 
new model of delivery in adult social care, but also to build stronger and more 
productive relationships between practitioners  who work to support people in their 
communities and voluntary community groups and projects. 
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There are six Know Your Patch networks that mirror the district council boundaries 
and currently there are 738 active network members.   Each network is co-ordinated 
by a local voluntary sector agency who organise quarterly workshops for networking 
and discussion and communicate through email bulletins and updates. These 
networks help connect VSCE and statutory organisations together for effective 
partnership working. 

Here are some quotes from practitioners and community groups:
“Very useful. My manager is fully supportive and encourages our team to 
attend these events” Recovery Team, 2gether services
“Already I have got eyes on people in the room that I need to connect with” 
Edward, new Social Worker
‘Good opportunity to network and raise awareness of some activities 
happening across FoD’  VCS Group 

To find out how you can sign up to your local Know Your Patch Network please go 
to: www.knowyourpatch.org.uk

Implementation of New Blue Badge Legislation

Background
On the 30th August 2019 a New Blue Badge Eligibility Criteria was introduced 
enabling individuals with non-visible (hidden) conditions to apply for a Blue Badge. 
Having a certain condition or disability does not automatically entitle someone to a 
Blue Badge.

 The new automatic criteria for a Blue Badge is as follows:-

Descriptor E (10 Points) – Cannot undertake any journey because it would cause 
severe psychological distress under the “Planning and Following a Journey” part of 
Personal Independent Payment (PIP).

 The new subject to further assessment criteria is as follows:-

A person who has been certified by an Expert Assessor as having an enduring     
and substantial disability which causes them, during the course of a journey, to:

i. Experience very considerable difficulty whilst walking, which may include 
very considerable psychological distress; or

ii. Be at risk of serious harm when walking; or pose, when walking, a risk of 
serious harm to any other person.

In undertaking an assessment under the new eligibility criteria subject to further 
assessment criteria, Local Authorities need to be satisfied that difficulties cannot 
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otherwise be managed through reasonable coping strategies. For example, where 
an applicant would only ever be accompanied by another person that negates the 
“very considerable” difficulty, a badge would not help the applicant.

Statistics from the Department for Works and Pensions advise that there are 420 
individuals in Gloucestershire who are eligible for a Blue Badge under the new 
Automatic Criteria.  Below are the numbers of applications we have received under 
this criteria:-

Applications under 
the New automatic 
criteria received 
since 30/8/19

Badges issued Awaiting proof of 
eligibility

Withdrawn as 
applicants not in 
receipt of 
Descriptor E

16 12 2 2

Applications under 
the new Subject to 
Further 
Assessment 
criteria received 
since 30/8/19

Badges issued to 
date

Badges declined 
as do not meet the 
criteria

Awaiting further 
information/evidence

348 (77 
processed)

16 56 5

Issue rate New criteria 30/8/19 – to date Issue rate Walking Criteria August 18-
July 19

30% 95%

In the first month of the new criteria being introduced we have experienced a 22% 
increase in the number of applications received.  The Blue Badge team are 
averaging an additional 46 applications per week.

The Blue Badge team are streamlining the process and encouraging electronic 
applications to improve efficiency of processing applications. The £10.00 
Administration Fee set by the Department for Transport can only be collected in 
cases where a Blue Badge is issued; this covers the cost of the badge and the 
administration.  A high volume of the applications is currently resulting in the refusal 
of a Blue Badge as they do no meet the criteria and therefore payment is not 
received. 


